
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

8:30 am  Coffee    

 Fellowship 

9:00 am  Traditional 

Worship 

10:10 am Children’s 

Music/Sunday School 

for all ages  

11:15 am  “ignite” 

Contemporary 

Worship 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

 

Parents’ Night Out! 

New Generation Women’s group is 
hosting a Parents’ Night Out on  

Saturday, February 18, from 5:00 pm 
to 9:00 pm in the Wesley UMC nurse-

ry.   Children up to age 12 are welcome to join us for 
supper, games, activities and a movie while parents 
enjoy some time to themselves.  Please note that 
there will be at least two adults supervising the chil-
dren at all times.     

Parents, please sign up your children at the Welcome 
Table in the church lobby or contact Danielle Holm at  

danielle.holm@alerus.com by  

February 16.  There is no charge for the evening, but 
donations, which will go towards UMW projects, are 
welcome.    

2017 

Disciples Path Class 

Please contact Penny at 218-521-0507 or  
pjmillspaugh@gmail.com if you would like to be 
part of our February Sunday School Class.   
Disciples Path explores the basic foundations of 
United Methodist beliefs.  It is open to anyone 
that is interested in joining the church or just 
learn more about our faith traditions. 
 

mailto:danielle.holm@alerus.com
mailto:pjmillspaugh@gmail.com
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Bonnie Rice 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 



 

 
A note from The 

PAstor  

 

“5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that 
was tied around him.” ~John 13:5 

What is Servant Leadership Team? 

As some of you have heard, we have transitioned into a 
new model of leadership here at Wesley United Methodist 
Church. We have taken our traditional model and 
streamlined it so that we can function more nimbly, 
focusing on our primary task to “make new disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” While 
we still have Trustees, SP/PRC, and Finance, they all now 

function under the umbrella of what we call our Servant Leadership Team. 

We chose the name Servant Leadership Team purposefully, because it reflects our 
desire to serve you as members of this congregation, and to serve God who is our 
ultimate authority. The primary tasks of this team are to 1. honor God, 2. keep our 
mission before our congregation at all times, 3. facilitate ministry at Wesley United 
Methodist Church by empowering people in our congregation to do ministry, 4. 
connect ministry opportunities with our resources of time, talents, people, and 
finances, 5. empower existing groups and organizations to achieve their mission and 
vision within our church and our community, 6. evaluate programs and ministries in 
order to assure that they are in line with our mission, 7. connect people with areas they 
can serve, i.e. worship, studies, children’s ministries, building projects, etc., and 8. 
assure that the administrative needs of our congregation are taken care of. 

As you read through that list you may realize that the job of the Servant Leadership 
Team is not to do ministry but to empower others to do ministry. This was the model 
Jesus gave to his disciples shortly before his death when he became a servant to them, 
washing their feet, and later calling upon them to lead. All of us have incredible and 
diverse gifts and strengths for ministry. Our role as the Servant Leadership Team is to 
identify those gifts and help you utilize them in a way that allows you to live into your 
own call. We are here to serve you, not the other way around. As such we want to hear 
your ideas, goals, and crazy dreams for our church so that we can help you see those 
through. 

In this newsletter, you will find a list of the folks who have taken on this task of being 
servant leaders here at Wesley. If you have any thoughts, concerns, ideas, or needs I 
would encourage you to contact one of them. 

God bless you, 

 

 

Pastor Howie 
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 The New Servant Leadership Team Begins Its Work 

The new leadership team, announced at our church Charge Conference 

last fall, had its first meeting on January 23. After many years of working 

to streamline structures and experimenting with multiple lay leaders, we 

have arrived at leadership team model, which aims to bring practical 

functions together while keeping our mission as our guide. Significantly, 

the group has committed itself to servant leadership, which means that 

the people on the team are striving to lead based on the example of 

Christ, who washed the feet of his Disciples and taught us that the 

greatest among us is the one who serves.  

Let us be clear, no person on the team stakes any claim on the 

perfection of Jesus. We have, like you, simply heard and responded to 

the call to be disciples of Christ. From this place of “Yes,” we have 

offered our time, our experience, our gifts, and our skills for this year. 

We have taken as our responsibility to support and encourage the work 

that God has called Wesley UMC to do—the work that God has called 

you to do in this congregation whose mission is to make new disciples of 

Christ for the transformation of the world.  

Because the team takes the place of the former Trustees Committee, 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee, and the Finance Committee, the 

Servant Leadership Team will now be the single starting point for tasks 

once spread over 2 or 3 committees. That does not mean that those on 

Servant Leadership Team will be doing everything. Instead, it means that 

when a question or need comes up that requires input about facilities 

(formerly a Trustees issue) and finance (formerly a Finance Committee 

issue) and staff (formerly a SPRC issue), we will all be in the same room 

together. At a single meeting, we will have the opportunity to determine 

the next steps, which may well mean asking someone with specific gifts 

but not on Servant Leadership Team to head a short-term project.  Don’t 

be surprised when we ask you to use your gifts and experience work on 

a project in the coming months!   

So what does all of this mean when you have an idea, a vision, a 

question, or an observation about what’s happening (or not) at Wesley. 

It’s simple really.  Please bring it to us (whatever it is). You’ll see 

included here the list of servant leaders for 2017. Each person on that 

list is ready to listen and work alongside you.  

 4 



 

 

5 

For a few functions, we have designated a point person; however, 

that designation is meant to encourage contact overall, not limit your 

contact to a particular person. We will continue to add additional 

point-person designations as need to improve communication. You’ll 

also see listed the Servant Leadership Team meeting days and times 

for February through June. All updates will be listed on the church 

calendar and in the bulletin.  

There are bound to be hiccups with a new structure. With your pa-

tience, we can work through them. With your prayers Wesley will 

come out better for them.  

The Servant Leadership Team will be in prayer for Wesley—for you—

each meeting and in between. We will be listening to you and the 

ways God is inspiring you to grow in your faith and bless others.  

Yours in service, 

Jessica Zerr (Chairperson, Servant Leadership Team) 

jessmzerr@gmail.com 

 

Servant Leadership Team, 2017 

Anne Bryson (Staff-Parish Relations point person) 

John Galegher (Finance point person) 

Danielle Holm 

Bill Kerzman 

John Martin 

Penny Millspaugh  

JoAnn Ness 

Dewey Sandwick (Building/Trustees point person) 

Katie Stoley (Recording Secretary) 

Kelsey Tretter 

Joyce Wicklund 

Jessica Zerr (Chairperson) 

Pastor Howie Baird (Ex Officio) 

Servant  Leadership Team: Upcoming Meetings 

All meetings are in the Wesley UMC library, 6:15pm—8:00pm 

February 27, 2017 

March 20, 2017 

April 24, 2017 

May 15, 2017 

June 19, 2017 
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Treasurer’s Report 

As 2016 has recently ended , I wanted to give you an update on some of the 

financial information of Wesley. The money you contribute in the offering 

plate or through electronic giving helps accomplish our Mission, which is to 

Make New Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World. Most 

of the money received at Wesley is used locally for staff, building expenses 

and local missions and programs. Roughly 16% of our collection are forward-

ed to the Dakotas Conference, which is the regional church representing all 

the United Methodist Churches in North and South Dakota. Working togeth-

er with other churches, we here at Wesley make larger programs possible. 

In 2016, Wesley was able to contribute $48,245 to the Conference, com-

pared to $30,293 and $10,359 the prior two years. This growth in funding 

Conference projects is due to an increase in members giving to Wesley and 

some cost savings at Wesley. 

In addition to the 16% contribution number above, Wesley members made 

direct contributions for other Contributions totaling $4920. A large portion 

of these funds went for the Elisha project, which provided funds for summer 

pastoral interns to explore ministry opportunities. In all, Wesley shared 

$53,165 with the conference. This is a gift worth celebrating! 

As your Treasurer, I offer a hearty Thank you and Congratulations as we do 

work beyond the walls of Wesley and our community in our efforts to make 

new disciples.  

Many members have returned pledge cards for 2017. If you have not, I en-

courage you to do this so we can better plan our ministry efforts for the year.  

John Galegher, Jr. 
Treasurer 

A Word of Thanks   

On behalf of the Servant Leadership Team, thank you to all the people who 

have served faithfully under the prior committee/council structure. Your 

dedication accomplished much and paved the way for Wesley to try an even 

more streamlined structure. Your hours of discernment, service, and care 

for our church has brought us to place where our mission is clear. Your term 

as a trustee or SPRC member may have ended, but your experience is and 

will continue to be valued at Wesley as we engage in various ministries. May 

God continue to bless the work of your hands!  Jessica Zerr 
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February  5       
Super Bowl Sunday – NO MEETING.  HOWEVER – Youth are helping as com-
munion servers for both services.  There will be a “bang a pot” fundraiser 
following both services.  Congregation attendees are requested to bring 
their extra changes and singles to fill the banging pot!! 
February  12    
Regular meeting (starting at 5:30 p.m.) with lesson 
February 19     
Game Day!!  We will meet at 4:30 p.m. to play our favorite board games, 
followed by a meal at 5:30 p.m. and leave after that. Who will be crowned 
Monopoly champion??  Come and play and find out!! 
February 26    Regular meeting (starting at 5:30 p.m.) with lesson 
March 4-5           
Cosmic bowling on March 4, followed by lock-in at church, with late night 
snack, games, activities.  March 5 will be the pancake breakfast fundraiser 
before both services that the Youth will help with.  No meeting later that 
day. 
March 12            
Youth will be helping with ushering and lay reading at both services.  There 
will be a regular meeting (starting at 5:30 p.m.) with a lesson. 
March 19            Spring break – no meeting 
March 26   Possible Roller skating in Fargo.  Times TBD 
Sunday, April 2  Meeting, 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, April 9 (Palm Sunday)   Meeting, 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.    
Sunday, April 16 – Easter  NO MEETING 
Sunday, April 23    
Meeting, 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  – we’ll be making May Day baskets 
Sunday, April 30  
Meet at church at 3:00 p.m. to deliver May Day baskets, then back to church 
for a meal  
Sunday, May 7  Swimming at the Canad  Inns– times TBD 
Sunday, May 14 – Mother’s Day   NO MEETING 
Sunday, May 21    Graduation Party for Youth, with family – potluck – times 
TBD 
June 12-17                                                         
Mission trip to Livingston, Montana 
Details on the mission trip to Montana are still being worked on.  The trip is 
open to Youth in current grades 9 through 12.  We are also opening the trip 
up to college students or young adults who might want to attend.  Dates 
are June 12-17; cost is $300.  If you have questions or would like additional 
information, please see Kellie Burgess. 
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We would like to present the Wesley United Methodist Women’s officers for 

2017 

Co-Presidents: Judy Christy & Berniece Holm 

Vice President:  Pamelyn Galegher 

Secretary:  Linda Juntunen 

Treasurer:  Coleen Asche 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator  Dawn Boyd 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator:  Gail Bass 

Program Resources Coordinator:  Irene Wagner 

Communications Coordinators:  Mary Ferguson & Peggy Kindem 

 
 

We would like to report that we collected 900 Box Tops for Education and 

29 pounds of Pop Tabs for Ronald McDonald House in 2016.  Thank you! 

Please continue to help UMW collect these.   

Containers can be found in the small kitchenette. 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Wesley quilters group was started in 2003 by ten women? 

From the wonderful work our quilters have done over the last thirteen 

years and by the generosity of others who have donated material, batting, 

yarn, thread and sewing machines.  They have been able to donate 556 

quilts to the Red River Valley Community Action for their Shelter House for 

women and children.  They have sold or donated the other 124.  They are 

down now to only five workers and really could use helpers.  

 They meet on Wednesday’s at 1:30 and you are welcome to come any 

week you are able.   

Thank you ladies for your service all these years! 
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Megan Baird and Pam Whaley are co-coordinators for UMCOR 

(United Methodist Committee) on Relief ) collections. Donations are 

welcome all year, but we will be focusing on collecting items for 

health kits in May, school kits in August and layette items in March.  

Where do I leave my donations?  

Collection bins have been set up in the North entry closet.  

Connection Cards 

You will notice a change in worship starting in February!  The Ritual of 
Friendship pads previously located on the end of each pew have been 
removed.  Instead, you will find Connection Cards in each bulletin, 
with additional cards available in the pews or from the ushers.  The 
Connection Cards will be used to update phone numbers, email ad-
dresses and mailing addresses, to capture information for our guests 
and visitors, and to track attendance, so please fill one out each 
week.  You can also use the back of the card to share prayer concerns 
and joys.  The Connection Cards can be filled out anytime during wor-
ship and placed in the offering plate, or placed in the box at our new 
Welcome Center.  Please look for this update, then take the time to 
complete your Connection Card and update or verify your contact 
information.  Thank you!  Penny Millspaugh and the Door to Core  
Discipleship Team 

Children’s Music is off to a great start this New Year.  Attendance is 
a bit down, but the children that do attend are very boisterous with 
their singing and anxious to learn new songs.    Here are the dates to 
put on your calendar: 
March 12             Children will be singing at the 9:00 a.m. worship  
          service 
May 14                 This is Mother’s Day.  Children will be performing in 
a special Mother’s Day presentation about Noah and the ark at the 
9:00 a.m. service.  More details on this is coming. 
Thank you for bringing your children to music and to our Sunday 
School program at Wesley.  If anyone has any questions, suggestions, 
or concerns, please let me know.  Kellie Burgess. 
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Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

For questions, call Helen  

DeMaster @ 701.772.3584 

 

Feb 8  
Dave & Shirley Kiefel 

Feb 21  
Pam & Terry Cote 

     
 
 

 

 

February 21, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 

Book:  Man Called Ove 

Author: Fredrik Backman 

Hostess: Peggy Kindem 

Wesley UMC 

 

 

 

Anyone willing to help clean brass once a month,  

please contact  

Sandy Wogaman at  

218.773.9465.  
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On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our 

web site at gfwesley.org.  

Click on the “online giving” 

tab and follow the steps to 

“make a donation”.   

Or simply scan the QR code 

below.   
 

We thank you for your  

support! 

 

 

Offering Received   

             2016      2017 

Prepaid           

Pledges       $6,200.00      $860.00        

January  $23,572.45      $30,008.22 

            

   Total     $29,772.45   $30,868,22      
          

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

January 1       61 

January 8  63 + 50 = 113 

January 15  66 + 39 = 106 

January 22  69 + 40 = 109 

January 29  71 + 40 = 111 

New Welcome Center! 

Thanks to the hard work of our 
Lobby Remodel team, the Wes-
ley foundation and donations and 
gifts from our congregation, our 
new Welcome Center is closer 
than ever to being a reality!  You 
may have noticed a new table lo-
cated in the corner of the lobby 
outside the Sanctuary.  Watch for 
additional updates to include a 
monitor, information about our 
church for guests and much 
more!  

You can help us as we develop our 
Welcome Team.  When you see a 
guest or visitor, introduce your-
self, and offer to bring them to the 
Welcome Center.  Then we can 
visit with them, get their contact 
information and provide a wel-
come packet.  It takes the whole 
church to make a real difference! 



 

 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor: ...................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Choir Director/Organist: ................... Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .......................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………….. Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Published 12 times each year to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to 
report news about the Wesley family.  

 

For our Prayers --- 
 
 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:  

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Iris Root, Emolyn 

Skinner; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s mother; At 

Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol; 

At Mapleview Memory Care:  Phyllis Sand;  At Good Samaritan: East Grand Forks: 

Velma Fruetel & Charlene Kotts; At Tufte: Beulah Hodges; At  

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Norma Dugas, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat 

Klokstad, Carolyn Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.  

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 
pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or Penny Millspaugh. 

 

 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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